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Letter of Reference July 10, 2019 
For: Dialogues on Diversity 
From: METCO, Inc 
  
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
In June 2019, METCO, Inc. contracted with Executive Director Ron Jones from Dialogues on Diversity 
to create and deliver a multimedia presentation for our annual professional development event, 
“Living the Legacy of METCO.” The event hosted 150 educators, administrators, and community 
members affiliated with the METCO organization.  
 
Ron was asked to design a presentation that would tell the story of METCO and provide the 
historical lens of the grassroots beginnings and ongoing commitment to full integration between 
communities. The partnership included an initial development/planning meeting, follow-up planning 
calls, and pre-screenings for editing purposes.  
 
Overall, Ron was accessible, amenable, and eager for feedback in order to deliver a product that met 
our vision. His final product, a 35-minute video presentation accompanied by commentary, proved 
to be a success with the audience. They were engaged, inquisitive, and satisfied that they walked 
away with new information to help guide their ongoing work. See the overwhelmingly positive 
responses to program evaluations on the next page.  
  
We are excited to continue to work with Ron to develop additional materials that can be shared with 
the larger METCO community. We strongly recommend Dialogues on Diversity as a resource to 
increase awareness and initiate conversations through a different format than the traditional lecture 
or professional development workshop. 
  
Sincerely, 
   
Kathy Lopes, LICSW 
Director of Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
METCO, Inc. 

Cc: 

Milly Arbaje-Thomas, CEO 
METCO, Inc. 

Colin Stokes, Director of Communications 
METCO, Inc. 
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Living the Legacy of METCO  
Half-Day Professional Development Event, June 24, 2019  
Multimedia Film Presentation & Discussion by Ron Jones 

Participant Feedback 
 

● I found Ron Jones' presentation very effective. It was an innovative and engaging 
way to share information with us. I appreciated that the conference organizers 
thought about how to go beyond the traditional lecture/slides approach!Y 

● You and your speakers did a wonderful job highlighting the challenges and benefits 
integration. I appreciated [Ron] for [his] depth of knowledge and good presentation 
techniques. Well done, METCO! 

● Outstanding event—highly productive, inquiry based and thought provoking. 
Discussion on historical context and underpinnings was essential. 

● The “Living the Legacy of METCO” professional development provided me with a 
deeper understanding of the history of the grassroots movement, as well as an 
insightful and enlightening perspective regarding the experiences of the students 
who are part of this movement...Ron’s use of personal stories made his 
presentation more personal and entertains…My enlightening moments occurred for 
me throughout the morning. I took away from this a determination to return to 
school in September committed to making a change in the lives of all students, 
through my own teachings and actions.   

● I think every METCO school should have this presentation. I have been teaching in a 
METCO school for 11 years, and knew very little about this program. 

● It was very helpful to learn about the history of the METCO program. I thought [the 
presenter was] outstanding. A key takeaway for me was that our schools are as 
segregated today as they were 50 years ago. This understanding will strengthen my 
work as a building principal and co-chair of my district's cultural competency 
committee. 

● I would be interested in having Ron Jones...speak to my students. 
  
 

 


